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Save the Date! 

 

'Do we speak the same language? Different perspectives on innovation and policies’. That will be the 

theme of the EuSalt 2017 conference. The aim is to address the innovation and investment challenge 

on two policy issues: nutrition and health, and the circular economy. Stay tuned for more information! 

 

 

 

EU Emissions Trading System: Update on political negotiations 

The European Parliament’s Environment 

Committee (ENVI) and the Council of the EU 

are still amidst painstaking negotiations to 

reach a compromise on what the emissions 

trading system (ETS) will look like after 2020: 

- The Slovak presidency of the Council 

released a draft compromise text, 

reviewing the points of consensus among 

Member States, on 2 December 2016, and 

- The European Parliament (EP) is working 

on compromise amendments following 

the ENVI committee’s debates of 29 

November 2016. 

Although neither text has been made publicly 

available, it seems that both the Council draft 

compromise and amendments proposed by a 

few MEPs would converge on certain 

dispositions of the carbon leakage risk 

assessment. Namely, both sides seem to 

mention the possibility to assess sectors at a 

lower level of disaggregation than the NACE-4 

level. That includes the possibility to carry out 

assessments at PRODCOM level. If such 

wording would legitimate lower levels of 

disaggregation that would not correspond to 

international statistical classifications, that 

would allow for the identification of 

technologies most severely hit by the system.  

However, there couldn’t be more uncertainty 

at this stage. Many issues remain unresolved. 

As a result, the vote of the European 

Parliament’s ENVI committee was postponed 

to 15 December 2016. 

 

1. CLIMATE & ENERGY 

1 'Uncertainties for industry'. Source: Ecofys (2016) 



A Grain of Salt – December 2016 
 
 
 
 

 

 3 

 

EU Winter Energy Package: For a transition to clean energy 

The recently published Winter Energy Package 

will supplement the EU ETS, as the EU intends 

to ‘lead the energy transition’ and be the global 

champion of renewable energies.  

In addition to ‘decarbonising’ the EU electricity 

market, the intention of the strategy ‘Clean 

Energy for All Europeans’ (COM(2016)860) is 

also to contribute to a high carbon price. The 

EU ETS will then no longer be the instrument of 

choice to achieve the EU 40% emissions’ 

reduction by 2030.  

Despite good intentions, the salt industry fears 

that the package will not bring about cheaper, 

globally competitive energy costs, which is 

crucial for industrial competitiveness. 

The list of legislative proposals includes: 

- A proposal for revising the Energy 

Efficiency Directive (COM(2016)761), 

whereby the binding target for improving 

energy efficiency EU-wide by 2030 is 

increased from 27 to 30%, and 

- A communication on the acceleration of  

clean energy innovation (COM(2016)763), 

which focuses on supporting private 

investments in clean energy and lowering 

the latter’s risk. 

  

 

 

Circular Economy: Baseline assessment of the salt industry 

 

As part of the industrial infrastructure and at 

the beginning of a long value chain, the salt 

industry feels it has a role to play in moving 

towards a circular economy (CE). Thus, 

Kienbaum and EPEA assessed the sector’s 

performance on CE parameters: material 

reutilization, environmental impacts, water 

management, energy use, and innovation. 

The assessment concluded to the difficulty to 

address circularity of the product – salt. CE, 

thus, makes more sense from the production 

process’ point of view.  Although the 

traditional business model still dominates, the 

salt industry is slowly moving to the transition 

stage with some leading companies. The 

outcome of the evaluation was twofold: 

- The salt sector is making significant efforts 

on the side of material reutilization,  

- More practical guidance would be 

welcome to assist businesses in moving 

from tradition to transformation. 

EuSalt will focus on the latter in 2017 for waste 

management and more sustainable packaging.

 

2. ENVIRONMENT 

Focus on minimizing negative impacts Focus on adding value via positive impacts 

Tradition Transition Transformation

https://ec.europa.eu/energy/en/news/commission-proposes-new-rules-consumer-centred-clean-energy-transition
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/sites/ener/files/documents/1_en_act_part1_v16.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/sites/ener/files/documents/1_en_act_part1_v6_0.pdf
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Business@Biodiversity Third Annual Meeting 

Governments, NGOs, and industry met on 23 

November in The Hague to review the progress 

under the different work streams – natural 

capital accounting, innovation, and financing. 

On that occasion, the Natural Capital Coalition 

introduced the Natural Capital Protocol, 

developed by business. The aim is to help 

businesses integrate natural capital in their 

decision-making process. Thus, in addition to 

the protocol, which provides templates that 

build on existing guides, tools and methods, 

the Natural Capital Hub was launched, which 

consists of a centralised search database for 

case studies and resources worldwide. The 

Coalition is now working on a guidance for the 

finance sector to incorporate natural capital 

impacts and dependencies into investments 

and insurance practices.   

EuSalt participated in the innovation work 

stream (see the conference’s outcome) and 

contributed to the B@B newsletter, raising 

awareness about the role of salt works in 

sustaining natural ecosystem services. 

 

 

Launch of the European Network for Sustainable Quarrying and Mining 

 

EuSalt is proud to be part of the European 

Network for Sustainable Quarrying and Mining, 

which was launched on 8 November 2016. The 

project will take place from 2017 to 2020 under 

the European Innovation Partnership on Raw 

Materials. The objective is to promote a 

culture of cooperation and facilitate multi-

stakeholder dialogue at national level towards 

sustainable extraction.  

Partners to the network include European 

associations of the mineral sectors – gypsum 

(Eurogypsum), aggregates (UEPG), cement 

(CEMBUREAU), salt (EuSalt), and industrial 

minerals (IMA-Europe) – as well as the Spanish 

non-energy extractive industry association 

(COMINROC) and the German BV Steine und 

Erden. For more information, please visit 

http://ensqm.weebly.com/.  

Timelines: 

 10 February 2017, COMINROC will host a 

workshop on the ‘Contribution of the 

extractive industry to the Natura 2000 

network - a chance for biodiversity’. The 

European Commission’s Director General 

for the Environment, Daniel Calleja-

Crespo, will inaugurate the project and 

give a keynote speech, 

 Autumn 2017, the second national 

workshop will be organised in Germany.

 

Call for Partnership: Nature Conservation Project in Montenegro 

Once one of largest salt production sites on the 

eastern Adriatic coast providing up to 60% of 

the salt for former Yugoslavia, Ulcinj Salina in 

Montenegro has been considered for years a 

great example of combination of economic 

activities with nature conservation. Each year, 

http://naturalcapitalcoalition.org/protocol/
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/biodiversity/business/the-platform/2016-annual-conference_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/biodiversity/business/news-and-events/newsletters/biodiversity-newsletter-11-special-2016-annual-conference_en.pdf
http://ensqm.weebly.com/


A Grain of Salt – December 2016 
 
 
 
 

 

 5 

millions of birds depend on those pans for 

fresh water and food.  

However, the salt production was abandoned 

and no economic activity undertaken for long 

(see documentary). Czip and BirdLife have 

engaged in a number of initiatives to protect 

and revitalise those areas. They have thus 

called on the salt industry to partner in such 

projects. EuSalt will be meeting with Birdlife on 

21 December 2016 to further discuss the 

partnership.

  

 

 

Food Information to Consumers: Nutrition labelling and iodized salt 

Regulation (EU) No 2011/1609 on the provision 

of food information to consumers has been in 

force since 1 January 2014. As a result, food 

products must bear the mandatory nutrition 

declaration (MND) on the front of pack, stating 

the amount of energy, carbohydrate, fibre, fat, 

protein, sugars, and salt. 

Although ‘salt and salt substitutes’ are 

exempted from the above-mentioned 

provision (as per Annex V to the Regulation), it 

is not the case of fortified salt. This 

interpretation was ruled out by the European 

Commission. Consequently, food grade salt 

fortified with iodine, fluoride, and/or folic acid 

shall comply with the MND as per Article 9(1) 

to be able to access the EU market after 13 

December 2016. 

Foods placed on the market or already 

packaged and labelled prior to 13 December 

2016, and that do not comply with the 

requirements may be marketed until the 

stocks are exhausted. That fully applies to 

fortified salt as the Commission foresaw no 

derogatory measure. More information on 

labelling requirements in EU guidance.

 

3. FOOD & HEALTH 

https://vimeo.com/163820522
http://www.birdlife.org/europe-and-central-asia/news/ulcinj-salinas-salt-pans-could-be-saved-very-birds-it-protects
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX%3A32011R1169
https://ec.europa.eu/food/sites/food/files/safety/docs/labelling_nutrition-vitamins_minerals-guidance_tolerances_1212_en.pdf
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Slovenia: Mandatory labelling of salt iodization 

According to a notification to the European 

Commission, Slovenia intends to make the 

labelling of iodized salt mandatory as part of a 

public health campaign to fight iodine 

deficiency disorders, and specifically thyroid 

diseases. This regulatory move aims to ensure 

that the population has adequate iodine levels 

despite the salt reduction campaign.  

The legislation thus requires non-iodised salt 

to be clearly identifiable through labelling, 

clearly stating it is not iodised.

 

 

Coordinated Research and Monitoring of Iodine Status in Europe (COST) 

The EU Thyroid has submitted a proposal for 

the Coordinated Research and Monitoring of 

Iodine States in Europe (COST).  

A problem: There is no common EU policy to 

ensure the recommended adequate iodine 

intake in the population. Insufficient to non-

existent harmonisation of national legislation 

and activities for iodine deficiency disorders 

(IDD) prevention exposes a large number of 

European citizens to chronic, mild to moderate 

iodine deficiency with very little evidence 

about the relevant health outcomes.  

A roadmap to a solution: EUiodine has 

launched the COST project, which EuSalt helps 

coordinate. The aim is twofold: first, monitor 

iodine status in the EU population, so as to 

identify proper iodine fortification actions, in 

line with the WHO recommendations. Second, 

COST will carry out capacity building activities 

for integrated European IDD prevention. 

 

 

 

 

Lessons learned from the salt industry 

The EuSalt Safety Expert Group believes that 

sharing experience is a source of knowledge, 

which leads to higher workers’ safety. Thus, 

the EuSalt newsletter was selected as an 

effective way to advance our safety mission; 

here on a solar salt plant. 

The safety concern: As an operator was 

moving a mechanical shovel on a sand dike, the 

ground shifted. The engine flipped over. It 
appeared the dyke was relatively unstable for 

it was renovated less than a year before.  

4. SAFETY 

http://ec.europa.eu/growth/tools-databases/tris/en/search/?trisaction=search.detail&year=2016&num=199
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Lessons learned: A new safety procedure was 

designed: each time an operation is planned on 

a new – or renovated – dyke, a visual expertise 

must be carried out. Subsequently, the 

backhoe bucket shall control the stability with 

the machine arm extended while moving on 

the dyke with precaution. Such measures 

should prevent that type of events from 

reoccurring.

 

Ageing Workforce: EU OSHA’s Campaign Toolkit 

The European Occupational Safety and Health 

Agency (EU OSHA) has published the toolkit for 

partners of the campaign ‘Healthy workplaces 

for all ages’ to use. The tools consist of an 

infographic 'Managing Europe´s ageing 

workforce' (available in many languages) and 

the final report ‘Safer and healthier work at 

any age - Final overall analysis report - 

Executive summary’.   

  

 

Priorities of the Maltese presidency of the EU 

On 1 January 2017, Malta will take over from 

Slovakia at the head of the Council of the EU. 

The country has identified six priorities for its 

six-month presidency: migration, security, the 

single market, social inclusion, neighbourhood 

policy, and Blue Growth.  

With regard to energy, Malta will pursue the 

EU objectives to improve energy security and 

will push for good negotiations on the proposal 

for a revised energy efficiency directive.

 

2017 Work programme of the European Commission 

New legislative 

proposals will see the 

light of day in 2017. 

EuSalt will particularly 

keep an eye on the 

circular economy action plan: 

- A strategy on plastics use, reuse, and 

recycling (end of 2017), 

- A proposal for a regulation on minimum 

quality requirements for water reuse (by 

mid-2017), and 

- A REFIT revision of the Drinking Water 

Directive (end of 2017). 

In addition, the EC will review the 

implementation of environmental regulation.

 

5. NEWS & EVENTS 

https://osha.europa.eu/en/tools-and-publications/infographics/managing-europes-ageing-workforce
https://osha.europa.eu/en/tools-and-publications/infographics/managing-europes-ageing-workforce
https://osha.europa.eu/en/tools-and-publications/publications/safer-and-healthier-work-any-age-final-overall-analysis-report-1
https://osha.europa.eu/en/tools-and-publications/publications/safer-and-healthier-work-any-age-final-overall-analysis-report-1
https://osha.europa.eu/en/tools-and-publications/publications/safer-and-healthier-work-any-age-final-overall-analysis-report-1
http://www.eu2017.mt/en/Pages/Maltese-Priorities.aspx
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Salt Events 

The Salt Institute Annual Meeting 
1-3 March 2017, Ritz Carlton, Naples, Florida, United States of America 

The next annual meeting of the salt industry will take place on the East coast this year. In the name 
of the fruitful and long-standing collaboration, EuSalt is looking forward to pursue the experience 
and information exchange across the continents. 

Roskill’s Salt 2017 Conference 
28-29 March 2017, Renaissance Hotel, Düsseldorf, Germany 

Entitled ‘Global opportunities in a new era for the salt supply 
chain’, the conference will look into the impact of new market 
trends on the salt industry worldwide – from record low shipping costs that will make for increased 
trade intensity globally to business models. For more information: https://roskill.com/salt2017/  

As an appetizer, the Roskill released its ‘2016 Salt Report: Global industry, market & outlook’ in 
November 2016. The report reviews market trends and projections to 2025. Access a sample here. 

World Iodine Association 
15-17 November 2017, Pisa, Italy 

The World Iodine Association is organising its first 
conference on ‘Food Systems and Health’. Bringing 
together a wide range of stakeholders from scientists 

to decision-makers to industry, the event aims to increase understanding on how variations in the 
earth’s supply of iodine affect human and animal health. Addressing the issues of iodine in the 
environment, food, health, and industrial uses, scientists will present the state of iodine research 
and identify data gaps and opportunities. 

10th World Salt Symposium 
19-21 June 2018, Park City, Utah, United States of America 

Every 8 to 9 years, the global salt industry meets to discuss 
about the science and technologies underlying every aspects 
of salt. The symposium will be organized around three themes: 

- Salt production (geology, extraction technologies, energy and economics, and so on), 
- Salt and health 
- Salt, safety, and the environment 

More information on www.worldsaltsymposium.org. 

 

 

https://roskill.com/salt2017/
https://roskill.com/product/salt-market-outlook-2016/
http://www.worldiodineassociation.com/wia-meeting-2017-registration-iframe/
http://www.worldsaltsymposium.org/
http://www.worldiodineassociation.com/wia-meeting-2017-registration-iframe/
http://www.worldsaltsymposium.org/
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EU & Industry Events 

2016 

12 December 
Workshop on ‘Biodiversity in environmental management systems’ (European 
Commission, DG Environment, Brussels, Belgium) 

16 December Steering Committee meeting of the European Minerals Day (Brussels, Belgium) 

2017 

16 January Non-Energy Extractive Industry Platform meeting (Brussels, Belgium) 

1 March Salt Institute Annual Meeting (Florida, U.S.) 

27-29 March Roskill’s Salt 2017 Conference (Düsseldorf, Germany) 

 

Internal EuSalt Meetings 

12 December 2016 Communication Workshop with Fleishman Hillard (Brussels, Belgium) 

9 January 2017 Safety Expert Group (Conference call) 

1 February 2017 Circular Economy Expert Group (Brussels, Belgium) 

2 February 2017 Board meeting (Brussels, Belgium) 

TBD ETS Expert Group (Brussels, Belgium) 
 

Publications 

ü Elkerbout, Milan. ‘Setting the framework for an ambitious and realistic climate policy 

post-COP21: Some thoughts’. CEPS. 28 September 2016. 

ü Fujiwara, Noriko. ‘Policy interactions between the EU ETS and the Renewable Energy 

Directive’. CEPS. October 2016. 

ü Fujiwara, Noriko. ‘Evolution of the EU ETS strategy: a new emphasis on distributional and 

scaling-up dimensions’. CEPS. August 2016. 

ü Behrens, Arno. ‘The climate change impacts of material use’. CEPS. August 2016. 

ü COM(2016)204. ‘Report from the European Commission to the Council and the European 

Parliament on environmental liability’. European Commission. April 2016. 
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CONTACT : 

EuSalt aisbl - Square de Meeûs 38-40– 1000 Brussels 

T. +32 (0)2 401 61 33 – F. +32 (0)2 401 61 35 

info@eusalt.com 

www.eusalt.com – www.de-icing.eu 

 

mailto:info@eusalt.com
http://www.eusalt.com/
http://www.de-icing.eu/

